NUKZ 2 00395 

ABSTRACT 

An ink container shell for an ink jet cartridge has an ink chamber provided with an optical 
ink detection device in the form of a single or multi-segment prism having interface surfaces for 
reflecting light in a scan plane from a first to a second exterior area relative to the container shell 
when an ink level in the chamber recedes to a given level. The multi-segment prism provides for 
5 scanning a cartridge in different scanning planes. Either a single prism or the multi-segment prism 
can be separate from the cartridge and interengaged therewith by a snap-fit. 
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